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Playing has its sting in its
tail. Watch out your own

o e .

safety.

B i ——

e T e — S

il — —

- ———

e e R e

e — e —

e — T i ——

L_ e —" g e e e R S e

o ———— e o e S — iy, Ty, Ty i i T

T — ———

i T e

—— e T - —_ i —

e iy

g __ T T

e

= “Parent Tips
-Dﬂ not indulge yourself in
games. Modesty is the

rule.
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Crack the Whip!

a perfect day for ice skating!” he cried. “Tll
invite all my friends to come.”

On the way, Mickey
picked up Gooty, Donald,
Daisy, Huey, Dewey,
Louie, and Minnie. When
they got to the pond,
everyone laced up their
skates and made their way
to the ice. It was as smooth
as glass. The friends began
skating around and
around.

“Hey, I have an idea!”
shouted Mickey. “Let’s play crack the whip!”

Nobody else knew how to play, so
Mickey explained the game. “T'll start out as
the leader,” he said. “We all join hands and
form a line. Then we all skate around and
around in a big circle. Once we get going, the
skater at the end of the line lets go!”

“That sounds like fun!” said Goofy.

“Cool!” cried Huey, Dewey, and Louie.

They all joined hands and began skating
in a circle. Around and around and around
they went. Donald was at the end of the line.

“Okay, Donald, let go!” shouted Mickey.
Donald let go and went sailing away.

Around and around and around the rest
of the gang went.

“Now, you go, Daisy!” cried Mickey. Daisy

let go and went flying away across the ice.
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ickey woke up and looked

outside. It had snowed last night! “It’s
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Next went Huey, then Dewey, and finally
Louie. Goofy followed them.

Now just Mickey and Minnie were left.
Around and around they skated. Then Mickey
J shouted, “Let go, Minnie!”

_ Minnie let go and
zoomed off with a squeal.

Mickey was having a
fine time. Now all alone, he
began to spin around and
around and around. When
he finally came to a stop, it
took quite some time for his
head to stop
“Wasn't that fun, guys?” he

spinning.

said. “Want to do it again?
Guys? Where is everyone?”

Mickey looked around. Where had
everyone gone? And then he saw them. Seven
pairs of ice skates at the ends of seven pairs
of legs were sticking out of seven different
snowbanks, kicking away.

“Uh-oh,” said Mickey. He dashed over to
the side of the pond, and one by one, he
pulled all of his friends out of the snow.

“Gee, sorry about that,” said Mickey.

Gooty shook his head, and snow flew
“That
cheerfully. “But I sure could use a cupof . . .”

everywhere. was fun!” he said

“Yoo-hoo!” came a cheerful cry. It was
Grandma Duck, standing at the edge ol the
pond. She was carrying a thermos filled with
hot chocolate!

“Hooray!” cried all the friends.
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Palindrome-mania!

“Hf::},f Artta,” Flik said. “Did you know

- A that your name is a palindrome?”

Atta gave him a strange look. “What's a
palindrome?” she asked.

“It's a word that reads
the same forward and
backward,” Flik replied.
“Spelled
name is A-T-T-A. Spelled

forward, your
backward, vour name is
also A-T-T-A. See?”

“Oh,” Atta said. “That’s
neat. I've never heard of
palindromes before.”

“Really?” said Flik. “I
love them. There are other
names that are palindromes, like Bob.”

“Or Lil?" tried Atta.

“Right!” said Flik. “And Otto.”

“And Nan!” added Atta. “This is fun!”

“What's fun?” said Dot, who had just run
over to them.

“Thinking of palindromes,” Atta replied.

“Huh?” said Dot.

“Exactly!” Flik. “Huh is a
Flik Atta

explained to Dot what a palindrome was.

said
palindrome!” Together, and
“Oh!” said Dot. “Wait! Let me see if I can
think of another one.” Dot looked around,
hoping that something she saw would spark
an idea. She spotted her mother, the Queen,
off in the distance, lounging in the shade.
“Mom!” cried Dot. “That’s one, isn't it?”
“Not bad,” said Atta with a wink, “for a tot
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like you!” Atta giggled, pleased that she had
snuck another palindrome into her sentence.
“Oh, yeah?” replied Dot with a mischievous
grin. “Well, you ain’t seen nothin’ yet, sis!”
Taking turns, Dot and
Atta  challenged

another to think of more

one

and more palindromes. Dot
came up with eye, pop, and
toot. Atta countered with
gag, noon, did, and redder.

“Yes,” Flik interjected,
“redder is a nice, long one!
It's harder think of
palindromes that have more

o

than four letters. Believe me,
I've spent hours on that. But there’s always
Aidemedia
And Allenella, of course, which is a category

that's a type of bird, you know.

of mollusk. . . .” Flik went on to list a longer
palindrome for just about every letter of the
alphabet—most of them science-y words that
Atta and Dot had never heard before. As he
droned on and on and on, Dot and Atta looked
at each other and rolled their eyes. Now they
were both thinking of the same word, and it
wasn't a palindrome: B-O-R-I-N-G.

When Flik was finally through with his list,
he looked up at Dot and Atta with a self-satistied
smile. Each of them had a palindrome ready.

“Wow,” said Atta flatly, sounding more
bored than impressed.

“Zzz.” snored Dot, who had drifted off

somewhere between V and W,
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